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Abstract 
The purpose of the present study was to examine the existing relationship between educational status and behavioral disorders in
slow-learner students and normal students as well- observed in Ilam (province). The sampling population in the project included
310 slow-learner students and 310 normal students, selected randomly from among Ilam province-primary-school students.  
Applying Rotter’s children behavioral questionnaire, teachers form, and the average of students the required data were collected
and the data analysis was carried out by the help of Spss soft ware. “There is significant reciprocal relationship between 
behavioral disorder and educational status of normal and slow-learner students”, the study results represent. 
Keywords: Behavioral disorder, educational status, slow-learner student. 
1. Introduction
The Fundamental task of education is to get the normal children achieve their potential and desired growth and 
help the exceptional people - either the bright or the mentally-retarded ones as well as the children affected by 
emotional and behavioral disorders - get some special care toward growth and development (Huspian,1998; Baskan 
& Erduran, 2009). Slow-learner students, previously (1950th) categorized as mentally retarded children, are among 
those hurt most by the separation. Based on classification in 1950 slow-learner students are defined as students who 
have no problem in the domain of adaptative behaviors such as connection- establishment or social behavior,…, but 
their intelligence coefficient ranges around 70-84. The basic problem they have is their educational development. 
They are categorized as mentally retarded children. These children behavior depends on educational schedule 
designed to fulfill their needs. Class activities, the teacher’s approach toward class and educational schedule, each 
can have special effects on child’s personality development and its behavior inside and outside the class. A lot of 
mentally-retarded children are referred to special classes (Samuel kurk, Ervil Johnson, 1994). To pay attention to 
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true understanding of children and their education-specially the ones who due to particular mental problems cannot 
desirably enjoy the common educational programs- indicates Cultural and educational system’s authenticity and 
enrichment of a society. So, with regard to the principles of a comprehensive educational programming covering all 
educational groups, slow-learner students have the right to enjoy such programs and a part of ordinary schools 
facilities is devoted to them-indicating the importance of the present research. Since it is essential that policy-
makers, directors, teachers and all people involved in educational programs in Ilam province be aware of probable 
behavioral disorders in ordinary and slow-leaner students and their effects on the students’ educational status and 
considering the fact that no research has been carried out in this regard so far, this study aimed at clarifying the 
existing relation between educational status and behavioral disorders of ordinary and slow-learner students in Ilam 
province to take effective steps toward patterns improvement and educational methods in primary schools. 
2. Research Methodology 
The research is a causal-comparative one in which two groups of ordinary and slow-learner students’ educational 
and behavioral disorders are compared. The statistical universe contains the total number of slow-learner students 
amounting to 1405, and the total number of ordinary students amounting to 42356 - in 2007-2008. The sample size 
was chosen with the help of Murgan Table. To choose the samples, random-simple-sampling and random-quota-
sampling methods were applied. The major instrument for data collection was Rotter’s questionnaire of children 
behavior and documented studies related to educational records of ordinary and slow-learner students. For 
Constancy determination, split-half method and kronbakh a have been used and the results respectively amounted to 
%68 and %62.
3. Discussion 
Table (1): The mean and standard deviation of variables, based on students’ gender and educational traits
(S)Educational trail variables gender (N) X )(
female 124 12/45 12/15
behavioral disorder 
male 186 10/65 10/52
Normal 
female 124 18/68 1/85
educational status 
male 186 18/35 2/47
female 124 20/12 12/34
behavioral disorder 
male 186 22/96 12/45
Slow-learner 
female 124 16/13 2/8
Educational status 
male 186 15/12 3/87
As table (1) shows the mean of behavioral disorder of normal-female students amounts to 12.45 and its standard 
deviation is about 12.15 and those figures of ordinary-male students respectively equal 10.56 and 10.52. The mean 
of educational status of ordinary female students is 18.68 the standard deviation is 1.85. The mean of educational 
status of ordinary -male –students and its standard deviation are respectively 18.35 and 2.47.The mean and standard 
deviation of slow-learner-female students are 20.12 and 12.34 and figures related to their educational status amount 
to 16.13 and 2.8. The figures 15.12 as the mean and 3.87 as standard deviation are attained in slow-learner-male 
students. 
Table (2): T test of educational status in normal and slow-learner students
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Variable Statistical sampling (S) df (sig) tX( )
normal student 18/48 2/25
618 0/01 12/42
slow-learner student 15/53 3/52
Normal female student 18/68 1/85
246 0/01 8/36
Ed
uc
at
io
na
l s
ta
tu
s 
Slow-learner female student 16/13 2/84
Normal male student 18/38 2/47
370 0/01 9/567
Slow-learner male student 15/12 3/87
Normal male student 18/35 2/47
308 0/01 1/277
Normal female student 18/68 1/85
Slow-learner male student 15/13 3/87
308 0/05 2/48
                     Slow-learner female student 16/13 2/84 
As it is shown in table (2), the comparison between data means indicates a significant statistical difference. The 
results also represent no significant difference between educational status of normal male and female students 
(T=1.277, D -0.05)
Table (3), T test of behavioral disorders in normal and slow-learner students
variable Statistical sampling (S) df (sig) tX( )
normal student 11/69 11/54
618 0/01 10/5
slow-learner student 21/83 12/46
Normal female student 10/56 10/52
Be
ha
vi
or
al
 d
iso
rd
er
 
248 0/01 6/56
Slow-learner female student 20/12 12/34
Normal male student 12/45 12/15
370 0/01 8/24
Slow-learner male student 22/96 12/45
Normal male student 10/56 10/52
308 0/01 1/456
Normal female student 12/45 12/15
Slow-learner male student 22/96 12/45
308 0/01 1/973
Slow-learner female student 20/12 12/34
The results observed in table (3) demonstrate a significant difference between behavioral disorders of normal and 
slow-learner students. Also, the results mark no significant difference between behavioral disorders of ordinary male 
and female students (T=1.46, D =0.01).Considering the results of the study, it is also observed there is no 
significant difference between behavioral disorders of male and female slow-learner students (T=1.973, D =0.0.01)
Table (4) - correlation coefficient of behavioral disorder and educational status in normal and slow-learner students
Predictor-variable Index       (n) (p) r
                 Criterion-variable 
Educational status of normal students Behavioral disorder in normal students 310 0/01 -0/408 
Educational status of slow-learner 
students
Behavioral disorder in slow-learner students 310 0/01 -/377 
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Table (4) shows that correlation coefficient of educational status and behavioral disorder of normal students is -
0.408 and of slow learners equals -0.377. The figures mean that there is significant negative relationship between the 
predictor variable (educational status) and criterion variable (behavioral disorder). 
4. Conclusion 
The research aimed at examining and comparing the educational status and its potential relation with behavioral 
disorders of normal and slow-learner students in Ilam province. The results proved the existence of a significant 
difference is this regard. The outcome of the study follows the same line and findings as obtained in Nili’s research 
(1999).Also, there is no significant statistical difference between educational status of male and female students, 
therefore, gender cannot be considered as a base to determine the educational status of the students. Parenting 
manners, school construction, Teaching methods and peers are among effective factors involved in students’ 
educational progress (Seif Naraghi, 2006). The results demonstrate significant statistical difference between 
behavioral disorder of normal and slow-learner students. The result has the same direction obtained through studies 
of Johnson, Lowen Grub (2007), Kalinez, at al (2001) and Amiri Mojed (2007). 
According to the study, there is no significant difference between behavioral disorder of male and female 
students, so, it doesn’t follow the same direction and findings as obtained by Oxford (1987) and Mehrabi (2007) but 
compatible with Alavi (1997). The result shows no significant difference between behavioral disorder of male and 
female slow-learner students, compatible with Alavi’s findings (1997). Further- more, the result represents a relation 
existing between educational status and behavioral disorder, compatible with findings of Ruth. Lyons, Karlen 
(2006), Fergusson, Horwood (2005), Heidari (2006). 
The findings approves significant relation between educational status and behavioral disorder of slow-learners 
(po.01, r=0.377), following the findings of Johnson , at al,  (2007), Ruth, at al, (2006), Kaliner, at al (2001), Amiri 
Mojed (2006), Nili (2005). 
5. Suggestions 
- Providing the families of slow-learner students with supportive facilities such as constant teaching and also courses 
which teach the families how to treat these students, 
- Deleting the word “slow-learner” from evaluation-test papers and using the word “normal- with more attention”, 
because the title of slow-learner negatively affects the parents of the students. 
Furthermore, the quality of being a slow-learner does not cover all aspects of learning and it fails to be considered 
an appropriate term. 
- Holding educational courses for primary-school teachers to learn about the traits of slow-learner students as well as 
students suffering from behavioral disorders. 
- Creating proper educational and emotional conditions by parents and school-principals to improve the students’ 
physical and mental growth. And this won’t be achieved but through the help of psychologists and consultants. 
- Providing consultative services for family with slow-learner students and students-affected by behavioral disorder. 
- Transferring proper culture and information about slow-learners by education ministry through media to improve 
people’s views and treatment toward these students. 
- Decreasing the number of students in classes with slow-learners, since teaching them requires more time and more 
repetition of lessons and materials. 
- Holding these students responsible for some issues at home and at school to give them a chance to have interaction 
with normal peers. 
- Using a number of psychologists and consultants at schools in proportion to the number of slow-learner students or 
students with behavioral disorder. 
- Sending the affected students and their parents to consultation canters if behavioral problems happen to be 
observed.
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